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Town of Rhine 

Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 

Remote from Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah High School 

201 N. Lincoln, Elkhart Lake, WI 

Present:  Ron Platz, Al Feld, Jon Rost, Bill Jacob, Larry Eberle   

Clerk/Treasurer for Rhine, and Deputy Clerk for Rhine 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order and Verification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law:  The meeting 

was called to order at 6:31 pm by Ron Platz.  The meeting was posted July 2,  and 

the press was notified.     

2. Pledge: 

3. Approve minutes of June 9, 2020:    Motion to approve minutes as presented by 

Rost and 2nd by Eberle.  All in favor. 

4. Clerk Treasurer's Report:  Read into record. 

5. Building permits for June:  A copy is in file. 

6. Public Comments: 

 A.  John Schwantes - ATV's:   Mr. Schwantes  would like the town to consider 

opening  town roads for ATV use.  He would like to see every road made available 

for ATV use, and if not possible, at least that certain roads be designated for their 

use.  Platz reviewed the county ordinance regarding this and whose responsibility it 

would be to meet requirements and maintain signs, etc.  Platz recommended that 

Schwantes contact the clerk at Glenbeulah or Greenbush to see how a similar 

request was handled there. 

 B.  Jon Rost -  Rost commented on last month’s Town Board meeting.  He noted that 

an individual had threatened to sue every board member who voted against his 

personal preference. If this is true,  he would like our legal counsel to send a letter to 

that individual addressing the intimidating behavior.  If not, he would like the 
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ordinance committee to implement an ordinance which prevents threats, 

intimidation and bullying against elected officials.  These threats may have affected 

some of the votes regarding matters at hand at the last meeting.  This behavior 

should not be tolerated. 

 There were no other public comments. 

7. Presentations by: 

 A.  Marcia Clifford of General Code - update proposed contract:  Marcia reviewed a 

few updates to the original proposal and noted that pricing has not changed.  Rost 

speaks in support of the town getting started with General Code.  Jacob expressed it 

is the full intention of the town to implement this service.  Chapter 4 is ready for the 

planning commission to approve updates and changes, then it will be presented to 

the Town Board, then we can move forward.  (Cost was approved at a previous 

board meeting. 

 B.  Kendra Kelling of Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership: - Tom Melotta of 

Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership introduced himself and the organization.  It 

is an environmental non-profit organization which concentrates on critical 

conservation issues. Melissa Curran,  consultant/partner,  gave a brief overview of 

invasive phragmites in the area.  There is currently grant funding to  treat these in 

the county, and it is entirely free to landowners at this time. She would like the town 

to send letters to property owners stating the town’s support of this.   

 Feld would be in support of this.  Platz sees no problem with this.   

 Kendra Kelling spoke about the emerald ash borer.  LNRP has received additional 

funding to further this project as well through DNR.  They would like the town to opt 

in to participate in this;  there would be no cost to the town.   

8.   Discuss and possibly act on: 

 A.  New website for town and email provider - Tom Gesch and Gail Stokdyk: 

 There was a presentation by Gail Stokdyk and Tom Gesch of Patheon regarding their 

proposal for an updated website.  There is also a need to update and switch the 

town’s email system which allows for more capabilities and space.   Feld noted that 

the town voted to change email providers  a couple of months ago, so it is ok to go 

forward  with switching email. 
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 A sample website was provided for the board’s review earlier.  Rost noted that it 

looks very nice.  The proposed site would be mobile friendly and much more easily 

accessible by smart phones, tablets, etc.  Estimated start up cost would be 

approximately $2500 with an annual fee of $100 per year. 

  Eberle recommends that we review the proposal from the present provider.  He 

wants to see 2 bids.  Webs by Wagner asked for the town to approve upgrading her 

site approximately 2 years ago and it was not approved at that time.  

 The Deputy Clerk reviewed her reasons and suggestions for changing website 

providers.  Jacob is persuaded by the opinion of the town’s clerks. Rost  does not 

believe that the current provider can update our website as need for $500.   

 Platz commented that the meeting last month and this month should indicate that 

our future is with technology, and that the town needs to be more current with that.   

He thinks the board should respect the input of the clerks.  The website has not 

changed in years and it should be updated and made more user friendly. 

 Jacob mentioned that this is not a criticism of the current person, but it might just be 

time for a change.   

 Motion by Eberle to change website providers to Gail Stokdyk.   2nd by Rost.  Roll call 

vote:  Eberle - yes.  Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.  

 Feld asked how soon the email issue can be corrected.  Gesch will have to work with 

the current web developer in order to do this.   

 B.  Purchase of personal protective devices for elections:  There is a good likelihood      

the town will be reimbursed for these fees through the CARES act or other grants. 

 There was discussion on purchasing personal protective devices for elections. The 

town's  CARES act portion of money was $1800,  which we have received.  The town 

is eligible for approximately $38,000 under the Route to Recovery act.    

 Platz expressed a need for caution in  what we buy.  We should keep everyone safe, 

but  not go overboard with spending money.  

 Rost made a motion to authorize the clerks to acquire whatever safety devices they 

deem necessary.  2nd by Jacob.  Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  

Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.  
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 C.    Approve liquor and operator licenses:    Approve for the period of July 1, 2020 

to June 30, 2021 a Combination Class “B"  Intoxicating Liquor License for Black Dog 

Saloon.  Motion to approve by Eberle.  2nd by Feld.   Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  

Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.  

  Approve new operator licenses for Jason G. Hunsader (Elkhart Lake's Road                         

America)   Motion to approve by Eberle and 2nd by Feld.  Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  

Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.   

 Approve new operator license for Richard N. Rohde (Rumors).  Motion to approve 

by Eberle.  2nd by Feld. Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - 

yes.  Platz - yes.  

 D.   Approve Keith Fischer as Planning Commission alternate  Jacob and Feld. and  

Stewardship Grants Committee:     Motion to approve adding Keith Fischer as a 

member of the Planning Commission by Jacob.  2nd by Rost.  All in favor.  Motion to 

approve adding Keith Fischer as a member of the Stewardship Grants Committee by 

Rost.  2nd by Jacob.  All in favor.   

 

        E.  Lakes and Sanitation Committee request to send new collection site tags to                     

residents and to add fees for bulky items:  Feld reviewed the costs of replacing tags 

for the collection site.   Motion to purchase new collection site tags and letters to 

property owners by Feld.  Discussion on whether we should keep track of which 

property owner got what number.  Eberle noted that it would advantageous to the 

town to know which number is associated with what house.  2nd by Eberle.  All in 

favor. 

      Motion to charge a fee of $10 for large items not broken down (mattresses, couch,                                                                 

box springs, cabinets, cupboards)  by Feld.  2nd by Rost.  All in favor. 

 

 9.       Chairman's information report and correspondence: 

           The August TB meeting will be at the high school again. 

 10.      Sub-committee reports: 

 Lakes and Sanitation:  Met to discuss the new fees and sending out new tags.    

 Crystal Lake High Water Committee met for about 2 ½ hours.  There was discussion 

on grants, working with the DNR, and possible ways to alleviate the high water 
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problems.  A proposal for the high wake ordinance was reviewed, and it would 

change the trigger from 3 inches to 6 inches.  This is under consideration.   They will 

meet again on Aug 3.    

 Roads:  Snake Road still floods.  Water was sent away for testing. Feld met with the 

county surveyor and Mary Lydolph about pumping water out of and away from the 

road.  He has also met with Pat Zorn of the village about their storm water runoff.   

He explained the proposed catch basins.  A culvert washed out on Gerber Lake Road 

which collapsed the road.  The county will be repairing it. 

 Broadband:  There will be a virtual meeting soon with Bertram Communications 

regarding possibilities. 

 Stewardship Committee:  Rost will be setting up a meeting with this new committee 

soon 

 Ordinance:  There is a meeting tomorrow to look at the ad hoc committee 

recommendations and conditional use storage facilities in agricultural zones.  

 Planning:  There is a meeting on July 22 to review the Elgins’ request, new 

recommendations from the ordinance committee, Schmidt rezone.   There is also a 

request from Busy Bee Composting for the committee to review their business 

situation. 

 Properties:  The lawn was rolled.  Ash trees have not been removed yet. 

11.      Approve vouchers.  Motion to approve as presented by Feld and 2nd by Eberle.  All in 

favor. 

12. Closed session:  The Town of Rhine Board of Supervisors may go into closed session 

under the following Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1) (c) Employee Evaluation.  

Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data 

of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or 

exercises responsibility; and 19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel.  Conferring 

with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written 

advice. The Committee will return to open session immediately after discussion. 

 Items to be considered are the hiring of an office assistant and salary review and 

possible raises for Deputy Clerk and Clerk Treasurer. 
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 Motion to go into closed session at 8:12 pm. by Feld.  2nd by Eberle.  All in favor.  

Recording stopped. 

 Motion to return to open session at 9:08 pm by Feld.  2nd by Rost.  All in favor.  Open 

session begins at 9:09 pm. 

 Hire office assistant:  Motion to hire Amy Weber for office assistant at starting pay of 

$15 per hour for 10 to 12 hours per week by Feld.  2nd by Jacob.  Position is under the 

direction of the clerk/treasurer.  Performance and salary to be reviewed later in 

year.  Roll call vote:  Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  

Platz - yes.  

 Deputy Clerk Salary:  Feld motioned to raise her pay to $22.50 per hour.  2nd by Rost.  

Roll call Effective date:  August 1, next pay period.  Roll call vote:  Roll call vote:  

Eberle - yes.  Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.  

 Clerk/Treasurer Salary:  Motion to raise clerk/treasurer salary to $38,000 per year by 

Jacob.  2nd by Feld.  Effective August 1.  Roll call vote.   Roll call vote:  Eberle - yes.  

Jacob - yes.  Rost - yes.  Feld - yes.  Platz - yes.  

 Because we are doing a pay raise outside of normal budget time, there will be no 

review in November for the Deputy Clerk or Clerk/Treasurer. 

13. Announce Next Meeting Date:  August 4,  2020. 

14. Adjournment.   Motion to adjourn at 9:12 pm by Feld.  2nd by Rost.  All in favor. 

 

 

 


